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THIS
SHIRT
IS
GARBAGE
Bandages, cotton swabs, and this T-shirt have at least one thing in common: Each uses cotton waste that would otherwise end up in a landfill. The EVERYBODY
TRASH TEE, however, claims to be the first of its kind: a 100-percent-recycled-cotton shirt. Created by American Apparel veterans Iris Alonzo and Carolina
Crespo, Trash Tees are both a coveted basic—overdyed, preshrunk, worn-in—and the celebrity go-to for charitable promotion. (See model of the moment
Adwoa Aboah’s Gurls Talk edition, which was used to promote her female-empowerment organization.) Made in Los Angeles and available only online (direct to
consumer is often better for the planet), they come in nine colors and six sizes and are perfect for, well, everybody. $25; everybody.world. —Annie Davidson
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WHAT’S
THE SOUND OF
A BROKEN
TROMBONE?
For composer DAVID LANG, that’s not a Zen koan but a very real question,
one with a surprising answer. It all began last year, when Robert Blackson,
director of Temple Contemporary in Philadelphia, asked Lang to compose
a symphony utilizing some 1,000 of the city public school system’s
instruments, all in dire need of repair, to draw attention to underfunded
music programs. “I immediately got excited,” Lang says. “You have to
investigate each to figure out what they can do.” He enlisted Found Sound
Nation, “the social action wing” of the Bang on a Can contemporary music
collective he cofounded, to sort the instruments based on level of damage
and to catalog their unique sounds. Lang insisted on using only those that
were notably altered. “The Found Sound Nation people would see a violin
with one string, no fingerboard, and the sound pin missing, and they’d go, ‘I
can play music on that. It’s just not a Western violin anymore.’ ”
A staunch supporter of public school music programs—and himself a
product of them—Lang says Symphony for a Broken Orchestra is the kind
of project he’s seeking at this point in his career, which has included a
Pulitzer Prize and an Oscar nomination (best original song for 2015’s
Youth). “That’s one of the thrills for me: stretching myself in as many
different directions as I can.” Symphony for a Broken Orchestra will be
performed by a diverse ensemble, including members of the Philadelphia
Orchestra, amateurs, and kids on December 3 at the 23rd Street Armory.
It’s as much a social experiment as an artistic one. After the piece is
performed, all the instruments will be fixed and returned to the school
system, and donors can “adopt” an instrument to pay for its repairs. “It
was really important to me that these instruments have their wounds
healed,” Lang says, “that they are returned to the kids who need them.”
symphonyforabrokenorchestra.org —Rebecca Milzoff

50

DEPARTURES.COM

Photograph by LEVI

BROWN

TRAILBLAZERS

27

CAN A
SKATEBOARD
KEEP A KID
IN SCHOOL?
Charles-Antoine Bodson doesn’t skate anymore. He’s not as
limber as he was as a teenager, and he admits he was never
that good to begin with. Yet he’s dedicated his life to
skateboards. Five years ago, the former Brussels gallery
owner launched THE SKATEROOM, an organization that
collaborates with artists like Shepard Fairey, Paul McCarthy,
and Chéri Samba to create limited-edition boards. (Bodson
also works with the estates of deceased artists, such as
Jean-Michel Basquiat, whose skateboard is pictured here.)
The Skateroom donates at least 20 percent of all profits to
social projects, most often to Skateistan, an NGO founded
by Australian skateboarder Oliver Percovich that builds
schools and skate parks in low-income areas of Afghanistan,
Cambodia, and South Africa.
“Skateistan uses skateboarding as a hook to get kids off the
streets,” Bodson says. “First they have to go to school, and
after that they can skate.” The sales from the popular 2015
collaboration with McCarthy recently funded Skateistan’s first
facility in Johannesburg. The Skateroom has since opened the
giving option to the artists, letting them choose the recipient
of their skateboard’s proceeds—Ai Weiwei (see page 81)
selected two NGOs that help refugees in Europe and Israel.
From $200; theskateroom.com. —R.H.
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